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ABOUT THE COMPOSER:
BRANDON JOHNSON (1990) WAS BORN IN LOS
ANGELES, CALIFORNIA AND GREW UP IN MORENO
VALLEY, CALIFORNIA. THE INCEPTION OF HIS
MUSICAL EDUCATION WAS MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND
UNDER THE NOW VAPA COORDINATOR OF MORENO
VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT, GREG SOLOMON.
THERE HE PLAYED ALTO SAXOPHONE AND
CONTINUED THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL AT CANYON
SPRINGS. WHILE AT CANYON SPRINGS, BRANDON
STARTED STUDYING PERCUSSION IN THE CONCERT
AND MARCHING BAND SETTINGS, AS WELL AS JAZZ.
AFTER GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL IN 2008, HE WENT
TO RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY COLLEGE TO PERFORM IN
MARCHING BAND AND WINTER DRUMLINE UNDER
GARY LOCKE AND SEAN VEGA, WIND ENSEMBLE
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF KEVIN MAYSE, JAZZ
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF JAMES ROCILLO AS WELL
AS CONCERT PERCUSSION AND COMPOSITION WITH
STEVEN SCHMIDT. AT RCC HE WON A WOODWIND
QUINTET COMPOSITION CONTEST IN 2010. AFTER
RCC, BRANDON TRANSFERRED TO CALIFORNIA STATE
UNIVERSITY TO GET HIS BACHELOR’S DEGREE IN
COMPOSITION UNDER DR. KENNETH WALICKI, DR.
PAMELA MADSEN, DR. ERIC DRIES AND DR. LLOYD
RODGERS (1942 - 2016).
BRANDON IS THE CREATOR AND FOUNDER OF THE
BMJ MUSIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, LLC
AND CURRENTLY RESIDES IN MORENO VALLEY, CA.




INSTRUMENTATION:

FLUTE (2)

OBOE

CLARINET (3)

ALTO CLARINET

BASS CLARINET

BASSOON

ALTO SAX (2)

TENOR SAX

BARI SAX

TRUMPET (3)

FRENCH HORN

TROMBONE

EUPHONIUM (B.C. & T.C.)

TUBA

STRING BASS

PERCUSSION 1 - SUSPENDED CYMBAL,
MARK TREE

PERCUSSION 2 - CRASH CYMBALS
PERCUSSION 3 - SNARE DRUM, BASS DRUM



ABOUT "THE LAST WARRIOR"

The man that gave me this commission opportunity, Greg Solomon, was
my former band director in 7th and 8th grade at Vista Heights Middle
School. This piece is dedicated to him because he inspired me to
genuinely connect with the music | was playing, practice, get ahead and
ultimately continue with music. | named it "The Last Warrior" because the
year 2021 was his last year before retirement. | thought, "What a warrior he
was, teaching for so many years and building so many successful
programs"”. He not only inspired me, but countless other friends of mine..
Whether he knew it or not, we deemed him as our best and most favorite
director we ever had.

REHEARSAL NOTES

The percussion parts are written to integrate its sound into the rest of the
band, particularly the low brass. For example, there are many time the
bass drum plays with the low brass in order to add more depth to the

sound. Other than this being just an obvious statement, consider isolating
the bass drum and low brass in rehearsal so the players fully understand
this concept. Moreover, there aren't many exposed or difficult percussion
passages so that your players can train themselves not to overpower the
band and clearly know their role in this piece : general support.

At bar 48, the support groups, trumpets and 2nd/3rd clarinets are little
dense. Therefore, the 1st clarinet countermelody should be a little more

exaggerated.
548 >
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Overall, there are a few full ensemble builds with long half/whole notes.
Isolate these in rehearsal to check balance because these builds
capture the heroic mood of what is to come at the impacts that follow.
The builds at bar 80 and 92 are deemed the most memorable.



&|||[or %] ||| Ko AR

JP

Brandon Johnson (ASCAP)
=

(@]

A TTNA O AN AN [TTeA A NLE NeLLL TIOh AL | AN TTTeA
™A [TTT9A ol e [TTeA o ARLLL TIMA AN NSl MrweA

|6 OA oA

I

(@]
=
O
=
O
=

The Last Warrior

Bold J = 135-140

r ()

Commisioned By The Moreno Valley Middle School Honor Band, Under The Direction of Mrs. Adelle Glass

Full Transposed Score

Duration: ca. 3' 17"

WA TTNA AN i~ MTNA NN 0, e v | NN TI%A
j; 3@/ i LRI 3@/ iR AR —TROM A Adall T T N
\I1N TR TTNA MIRA AN
|&/A oA od!) [ A o [ [ [ [ o) |&/A o o
WA TTNA AN i~ MMA NS&L ~d NAl i wd| A AL TTT®A
AZV/ \\\a/ 1N \JER \\\0/ TN T A TTTON TITOA  AQLL TR Mo
o
= £
ARLLL N % \ >f \ >f a>f>a\1 N &m
[ 1 [ |6/ A od!) [ o} ol Nr [ 1 [ n>f _e>f Ao p.mme o
AT Sus AT Sul f Susyl f AT f AT Syl f AT f HM AT AT AT AT AT AT Sy N
mhy mhv MWP X £ [aa) il.N MWP wwb MWP A |
NOPNEe NG N o N N, DN NP N NG NE N AN A ™ = = =
o - on = = (o] % % — on o o 5] 1] [ =
% 8 Z % E E g % 3 3 g % % % g < z o 5
— £ ~ (= (= S — r e =3 ~ — — = et ) = =
() o =1 — i) ] 7 % =] H m - = ) o on -~ A
m < 9] &) &) < < [=} Joa) 5 9] = =} = £ .mm @«
= o g o » ~ « < o = =3 =) Q =¥ = = %
= = S S 2 o) N =) N g s 2 2 & = o
23 < & =z 2 A2 = :
a m N N =
[aa) aa] = 2 =

ot

(@ ]

mpmf f

snare drum
snares off
P &

(@]

All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured.

Copyright © 2021 By The BMJ Music Publishing Co., LLC
3890 Orange Street PO. Box 1122 Riverside C.A. 92501

v

N

Percussion 2 - Crash Cymbals

Percussion 1 - Suspended Cymbal,
Percussion 3 (2) - Snare Drum,
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